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Well, after a worldwide pandemic, lockdowns, work restrictions, product delays and 
inclement weather, Larni Garingilang is now open. 

There was a magnificent turnout to witness the opening of the precinct with 
speeches from Brian Westley - Acting CEO, City of Greater Bendigo, Cr Andrea 
Metcalf - Mayor COGB, Lisa Chesters – Federal Member for Bendigo, The Hon. 
Jacinta Allan – Deputy Premier and State Member for Bendigo East.

We had a moving Welcome to 
Country delivered by Rodney 
Carter. 

It was a fantastic ceremony 
enjoyed by all.

The Grand Opening of the long awaited Larni Garingilang was held on the 8th October 2022.

This newsletter is named after Dovyalis caffra, 
the South African Kei Apple Tree 

which is a heritage listed tree 
in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens

Opening of Larni Garingilang
(Home of Growth)

The Central Community Hub connecting the historic Botanical Gardens 
with the Garden for the Future

Kirstie Paterson - Team Leader - Bendigo Botanic Gardens

A smoking ceremony was conducted by Trent Nelson 
accompanied by Jason Kerr on Didgeridoo.
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Signage has been installed in the garden. Welcome signs as you enter 
the site, precinct signs describing the purpose of the areas, and way 
finding directional signs in our consistent green colouring are placed 
around the precinct. There are also cultural signs created and installed 
by the Dja Dja Wurrung in their black and ochre colouring. We are still 
working on the plant label signs and hopefully you will see them dotted 
around the site soon. 

We still have work to do in the precinct. The wetland feature in the 
garden is yet to be fully planted. We are waiting for the weather to 
warm up to establish the 10,000 water plants that are to go in and 
around the ponds. We still have approximately 2,500 plants to arrive. 
Dianella admixta, Wahlenbergia communis, Daviesia ulicifolia, etc.  are 
still being grown for us at local nurseries. The weather has been an issue 
for everyone...

The display bed section is currently holding indigenous food plants and will have labels explaining what part of the 
plants are edible. 

The theme of the display gardens will change regularly, highlighting 
interesting aspects of the indigenous plants of the Bendigo Region. 
For example, the next display may focus on Bendigo Grevilleas, or 
what to plant to attract native bees. Of course, if anyone has any 
ideas or thoughts about future displays, please don’t hesitate to talk 
to myself or the team.

We are delighted with the open aspect of the Botanic Gardens now. 
It is amazing to see the transformation from the heritage gardens 
all the way through to GFTF. The gardens have come a long way in 
the last 15 years. Once again, we can say the Botanic Gardens are 
Bendigo’s oldest and newest public garden.

Opening of Larni Garingilang the Central Hub Area.
Continued

It was great to see all the hard work come to fruition on the day. 
Staff have been working in close contact with the contractors to get 
the gardens planted as soon as they were ready.  The weather made it 
difficult for plant establishment, and there was many a day we had to 
plant in the pouring rain, however we absolutely loved it and found 
it a privilege to once again be a part of creating an iconic part of 
Bendigo. 

 Image by @CMDROID
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At a packed Annual General Meeting of the Friends in 
September 2022, Dr Mark Hall Senior Biodiversity Officer 
with the City of Greater Bendigo, discussed our eco systems 
and everything that interacts with them, including climate, 
soil, vegetation and the range of species that inhabit them. He 
explained how a balance of all these features are vital to the 
stability of the eco systems. A change in the diversity of the eco 
systems occurs with loss of habitat through practices of land 
clearing, urban growth, agriculture and more.

Mark’s special interest area of study involves ‘Landscape Ecology’ 
and pollinators in areas like roadside vegetation, along creeks, 
woodlands and open paddocks. Birds and native bees are obvious 
pollinators but many of the Friends were surprised to learn that 
there are other pollinators including beetles, hover flies, moths, 
wasps and mammals. It was interesting to understand how native 
bees move through a ‘corridor’ from home gardens to the bush 
and the wider landscape.

Currently Mark and his team are developing a Biodiversity 
Strategy for Greater Bendigo and would love your input. They 
aim to develop a shared vision for improving nature across 
Greater Bendigo by developing policy and planning initiatives, 
with priorities for local action.

Contacts:
Mark Hall at the City of Greater Bendigo: 
 m.hall@bendigo.vic.gov.au
City of Greater Bendigo Climate Change and Environment 
Team:  cce@bendigo.vic.gov.au 

The FBBG Illustrators arranged a display of information 
about the Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens at the 
recent flower show held by the Bendigo branch of the 
Australian Plant Society on the weekend Sat 24 and Sun 
25 Sept. The venue was Victory College, Strathdale. There 
was a pleasing display of the illustrators art work and cards 
for sale. Interest from members of the public was evident 
with many cards sold and membership brochures given out. 

We felt it was very worthwhile and thank those members 
who volunteered their time manning the stall. We hope to 
repeat our involvement in next year’s show

 Guest Speaker -   Dr Mark Hall,           
Annual General Meeting 20th Sept 2022 
Dr Mark Hall, is Senior Biodiversity Officer with the 
City of Greater Bendigo.

Mark Hall with our new President Delene Commerford

 FBBG display  at 

APS Bendigo Australian Flower Show                    
set up by the Illustrators.
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Some of the plants in this article are among the 1557 plants listed under the Victorian Flora and Fauna Guarantee 
Act (FFG) or are listed under the Commonwealth Environment Protection Biodiversity and Conservation Act 
(EPBC). The rest are endangered overseas species. The list is arranged in order of a tour of the gardens, starting at 
the Samuel Gadd Centre for the Heritage Gardens, and then moving to the north end of the Garden for the Future.
There are many ongoing threats to plant species, but behind them is our growth-based economy which is taking 
more of the biosphere for us and leaving less for other species. The Botanic Gardens can play a role in conserving the 
genes of individual species by planting from threatened populations and promoting threatened plants where suitable, 
for growing in home gardens. 
Further reading: City of Greater Bendigo Biodiversity Strategy (currently under development) cce@bendigo.vic.gov.au
 & Australia State of the Environment 2021 at dcceew.gov.au

Heritage Garden

Whirrakee Wattle, Acacia williamsonii: Vulnerable FFG, 
Victorian endemic.

This attractive rounded shrub has narrow leaves, bright yellow flowers in mid-
August and is located in the Northern Victoria bed. Its natural habitat is mallee 
and open forest on stony gravel or clay-loam and its distribution is north-central 
Victoria from Inglewood to Rushworth. Locally it can be found near Huntly in the 
Greater Bendigo National Park (GBNP). It is drought tolerant and grows well in 
local gardens with good drainage.

Kamarooka Mallee, Eucalyptus froggattii: Critically Endangered FFG, Victorian 
endemic

A mallee or small straight trunked tree (to 9m) with a dark stocking at base (when mature) and smooth gum bark above, 
it has thick, glossy, dark green leaves, angled buds, and fruit. Young plants without 
stockings are located in the mallee section of the Northern Victoria bed. It can 
be found in mallee scrub and woodlands on lower slopes and flats on deeper and 
more fertile soils. Locally it occurs north of Bendigo in the Kamarooka section of 
the GNBP. Smaller numbers are found in separate areas near Nhill, Horsham and 
Charlton.
When it was listed its range had been drastically reduced due to clearing for 
agriculture which was ongoing. In 1992 it was in a state of decline and prone 
to future threats liable to lead to extinction including a lack of regeneration on 
private land, other impacts from agriculture, low numbers and lack of genetic 
diversity in those on public lands, and fragmented distribution. There was also 
insufficient information to determine appropriate management regimes (FFG 
Action Statement 1992, 2003).
Since then, land has been purchased and added to the GBNP which contains 
existing and planted Kamarooka Mallees.

Threatened Species in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens

 Anne Bridley - (immediate past President)
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Blue Mallee, Eucalyptus polybractea: Endangered FFG.

 This small mallee (to 8m) with bluish leaves and white, strongly honey-scented flowers can be found next to the 
Kamarooka Mallee in the Northern Victoria bed. Its natural habitat is mallee woodland and it is found in central and 
north-western Victoria, SA and NSW. Seed production is prevented by repeated coppicing for eucalyptus oil, an important 
use historically. Locally it mainly occurs in the Whipstick mallee section of the GBNP. It is an attractive and well-behaved 
smaller eucalypt for urban gardens which responds well to cutting back hard.

 Ormeau Bottle Tree, Brachychiton sp. ‘Ormeau’: Critically Endangered EPBC

The Ormeau Bottle Tree is a small tree with a straight trunk and rounded canopy 
located on the south side of the Moreton Bay figs near the Memorial Arch. Its 
natural habitat is riparian rainforest near small streams in rocky gorges. In its home 
on the Qld Gold Coast its population consists of some 161 individuals over 1 sq 
km, some of which are scattered, non-reproducing trees. It is threatened by a small 
population, very restricted distribution, habitat loss, low genetic diversity, fire, insect 
attack and invasive weeds (EPBC Threatened Species Strategy 2015-2020 (2021)). 
The Botanic gardens specimen is doing well. 

Monterey Cypress, Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Category 1’ rare and endangered - State of California, Vulnerable  - 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

This large conifer has rough bark and a spreading crown and can be found near the 
billabong on the Scott St side. There are only 2 populations in the wild in coastal 
California, presumably relics of a wider spread during the last ice age as found from 
the fossil record. Threats include increased fire risk associated with climate change. 
Widely planted as a farm tree, it is one of the parents of the Leyland Cypress. 
In California, they provide roosting sites for thousands of Monarch (Wanderer) 
butterflies. Its natural population is reliant on coastal fogs collected by lichen growing 
on the trunks for summer moisture and temperature moderation. Widespread 
propagation can conserve the genes of a single plant species, but not all the associated 
species in the original plant community.

Cabbage Fan-palm, Livistona australis: Critically Endangered FFG

The lawn between Scott St and the billabong is the location for this palm with spreading fan-
shaped leaves on long stems which can grow to 30m tall. Although it is also found in NSW and 
Qld, in Victoria it is restricted to three populations along creek and rivers near Orbost. Its habitat 
of warm temperate rainforest is threatened by fires and climate change as previously unburned 
rainforest is now being burned by hot fires in eastern Australia. It is uncommon in cultivation.

Soledad (Torrey) Pine, Pinus torreyana: Critically Endangered IUCN Red List 

A large pine with big straight trunk and large branches, its needles are grouped in fives. It is one 
of the row of pines near Bendigo Creek that was planted in the 1870s, is registered with the 
National Trust as a tree of state significance and is rare in cultivation. Its natural home is 2 populations in coastal southern 
California. An assessment in 2011 for the IUCN found a decreasing population of 4500 trees, with mature trees declining, 
loss of habitat and threats from urban development.

Threatened Species in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens:

continued
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Threatened Species in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens:

continued

Garden for the Future
 Monkey Puzzle, Araucaria araucana: Endangered IUCN 2011 

The Monkey Puzzle is a conifer with spiky dark green foliage and a similar look to the Bunya 
Bunya (A. bidwillii) and is located in the Around the World Garden, at the Visitors Centre 
end. It comes from the Andes in Chile and Argentina. Like the Bunya, it produces edible 
nuts on female trees after several decades. Widely planted in cooler climates since the 1800s, 
it was listed due to ongoing decline in its native habitat.

Wilga, Geijera parviflora: Critically Endangered FFG 

This is a small tree to 10m, with long, narrow aromatic leaves and small white flowers, located 
at the north end of the Australian section. Although widespread in SA, NSW, and QLD - only a small population 
of about 200 plants was known in Victoria in 1992, most of which were in otherwise cleared farmland in the Mallee 
region. Others were in a road reserve. They were threatened by lack of regeneration due to grazing and possibly changes 
in rainfall patterns as seedling establishment had been last known to occur in wetter summers with follow-up rains.  
Successful protection of this species in Victoria required cooperation both with the local council and landholders (FFG 
Action Statement, 1992, 2003). Wilga is a hardy plant well adapted to the Bendigo climate and has been planted as a 
street tree in Havlin St, Flora Hill and in Hayes and Ashley Streets, Ironbark

Spur-wing Wattle, Acacia triptera:  Vulnerable FFG: 

This spreading shrub or small tree to 4m has distinctive recurved greyish-green 
leaves with spiny tips and yellow flowers in spikes. It can be found next to the 
Wilga. Rare in Victoria, it has a very restricted distribution, being found on 
granite ridges in the Warby Ranges near Wangaratta. It is also grows in NSW and 
QLD.

Round-leaf Pomaderris, Pomaderris vacciniifolia: Critically Endangered FFG and EPBC, Victorian Endemic

A small to medium shrub, its small leaves are green and shiny above, white 
with dense hairs underneath. This pomaderris has small, creamy-white 
flowers in clusters.  Its natural habitat is moist forest and scrubs. People may 
be familiar with its larger and more common relative Hazel Pomaderris in 
mountain gullies. Its natural distribution is north and east of Melbourne, 
mostly in the Healesville, Marysville and Whittlesea area. This plant came 
from material collected near Kinglake. Its threats include fire, infrastructure 
development and a small population. This unassuming plant is surprisingly 
adaptable and has been successfully grown in Bendigo and Melbourne.
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Ausfeld’s Wattle, Acacia ausfeldii: Endangered FFG

This loose open shrub has grayish-green leaves dotted with 
distinctive oil glands and yellow flowers in August and 
September. In the gardens it can be found at the Bosquet St end 
of the Australian Garden. In our forests it can be seen in Spring 
Gully in Ironbark forest and in Grey Box and Yellow Gum in 
the Wellsford Forest. Its natural habitat also includes mallee 
communities and it occurs in central Victoria and NSW. As it 
tends to grow in lower areas rather than on ridge tops, it may 
have also been found in areas now cleared for agriculture. A very 
attractive wattle when in flower, it needs good drainage.

Gum Vine, Aphanopetalum resinosum: Critically Endangered FFG

A climber with cream clove-scented flowers, it has been used for screening around 
the sound stage. This is another plant which although found in NSW and QLD, has a 
very restricted distribution in Victoria, collected only once on a hillside in 1993 east of 
Mallacoota. Its natural habitat is dry slopes in mixed warm-temperate rainforest and 
eucalypt open forest. It makes an excellent attractive screen but is somewhat frost tender.

Vine Hill Manzanita, Arctostaphylos densiflora: Critically 
Imperiled (California Native Plant Society 1974).

This shrub is well named, being covered in September with white to 
pink urn-shaped blossoms typical of the Ericaceae (heath) family. 
It can be found towards the Bosquet St end of the Around the 
World section. In 1974 there were less than 50 plants left in the wild 
in California, the species being threatened by a small population, 
habitat destruction and fungal diseases. Nowadays cultivars and 
hybrids are available, preserving some of its genes. This particular 
plant is a cultivar, ‘Howard McMinn’, and grows to 2m tall. Unlike 
cultivars of some species which are bred to look good to humans 
rather than support pollinators, this one is very attractive to bees. 

  

   General Reference for Victorian Species: VicFlora (vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au)

Threatened Species in the Bendigo Botanic Gardens:

continued
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Over a period of 40 years Lionel and Katharine Fortescue created this beautiful garden situated on the western side of 
Dartmoor National Park in Devon. Purchased by the Fortescue’s in 1945 this former vicarage fulfilled the dreams of 
these two ardent gardeners who wanted to create a plantsman’s paradise and cultivate a lush, diverse garden. Lionel was 
an absolute perfectionist when it came to the choice of plants, as he said, “There is a continual search for the best forms of 
plants and ruthless destruction of poorer forms”.

This search for the best has led over the years to the breeding of new plants and there are many specially named cultivars 
included in the collection.

The garden is now administered by The Fortescue 
Garden Trust set up by Lionel and Katharine in 1961.

The Fortescues had a passion for rhododendrons and 
several mature specimens still grace the rhododendron 
walk and front garden.

Within the 10-acre site are many diverse garden 
rooms developed over the years by only 5 head 
gardeners. A major expansion of the garden in 1993 
added an extra 6 acres which were planted in the 
pioneering “New Naturalism” style, where trees and 
plants look as if naturally seeded. The philosophy of 
this style is best described by the Head Gardener at 
the time, Keith Wiley – ‘By allowing our observations 
of natural landscapes to inform our plantings – and 
continually searching for the treasure trove of gardening 
ideas to be found in nature’.

This time of expansion was also when the 
magnificent Acer Glade inspired by the colours 
of New England and the Cottage Garden, 
imitating a Cretan meadow, were created.

Articles on Pam and Anthony Sheean’s Gardens Tour to Europe conclude with the 
second garden they visited in Devon, England.

THE GARDEN HOUSE – Buckland Monachorum, Yelverton, Devon, UK

The Cottage Garden

The House and front garden
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THE GARDEN HOUSE – Buckland Monachorum

continued

A terraced walled garden entered via a stone arch features finely trimmed hedges and brimming flower beds surrounding 
the old barn and tower, the only surviving relics from the 1603 vicarage.

    

The Jubilee Arboretum was opened in 2013. This 2-acre addition contains over a hundred trees, many from temperate zones 
and all carefully curated. 

     

Walking around the gardens there are 
surprises around every corner. Beautiful 
spiral like terracing, an old dovecote and 
standing stones adorn the slopes and 
enhance the flourishing plantings and 
special cultivars, many of them Hydrangea 
varieties.

Reference: The Garden House Story, edited by David 
Miles. 2016

Stone arch entrance Narrowly trimmed hedges in walled garden

The unusual curved terracing

The Jubilee Arboretum

Special Hydrangea cultivar 
“Garden House Glory”
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Vale - Jan Orr  1943-2022
We are saddened at the passing of our esteemed member Jan who since 2000 fulfilled roles as Treasurer, 

Secretary and President of the Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens

Jan Orr was a much loved and respected member of the Friends of Bendigo 
Botanic Gardens. She dedicated herself to the improvement and development 
of Bendigo’s Heritage Gardens by helping to establish the group and was valued 
for her key roles within the group since its formation in 2000. She had a friendly, 
positive manner which endeared her to our members as well as the parks staff.

Jan was initially active as the Treasurer (2000—2001) and then as President 
(2002-2003). She took on the vital Secretary role in 2005 and continued in this 
position for 9 years after which she again became President for another four 
years from 2014 - 2018. 

Jan and Jane Cleary represented the group on the council Parks Advisory Committee from 2002 recommending 
and promoting implementation of heritage and horticultural values relevant to a true Botanic Garden. She was the 
key mover and shaker in lobbying the council to refurbish the disused caretaker’s house (which had been earmarked 
for demolition) as a centre for activities undertaken by the Friends and as a resource base. This is now a vital asset in 
the gardens, utilised on a daily basis by both staff and the ‘Friends’. With husband Rod and co-member Jane Cleary 
many guided walks were taken to familiarise the public with the garden’s history and horticultural treasures. 

Her Friends’ Newsletters (2002- 2015) were full of quirky comments and interesting articles, keeping members up to 
date. These newsletters (with various names) were the forerunner to the current ‘Dovyalis’ newsletter. 

She was a treasured mentor and loyal friend to many members especially within the Illustrators Group where her 
outstanding skills in Botanical Illustration have been an inspiration. Her illustrations are evident in many of the 
publications and have been shown in various art exhibitions. The Kei Apple image became our logo.

Jan could be forthright! Her suggestion for the ‘20th Anniversary History’  was the following   “a short burst of truth 
about the run down, under-staffed and under-valued state of our historic gardens [in 2000] could high-light just what the 
Friends have achieved”.

Jan and Rod were recently made life members of the Friends.

We will miss her.

Much sympathy to her husband Rod and the rest of the family.
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Samples of Botanical Illustration by Jan Orr

Kei Apple Illustration for FBBG logo  Dovyalis caffra  Kei Apple  
- pencil drawing 

Ficus macrophylla - Moreton Bay Fig

Eucalyptus saligna Sydney Blue Gum
Eucalyptus blakeleii - Blakeley’s Gum 

Eucalytus botryoides - Mahogany Gum

Quercus macrocarpa Burr Oak 

Quercus agrifolia - Californan Live Oak
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What’s On - 

The Friends’ Committee Meetings -  all members are welcome to attend.
Held at Bendigo Botanic Gardens Samuel Gadd Centre - 11.30am on 3rd Tuesday of alternate months (except 
January) and at other times as required. 
The Annual General Meeting is generally held in August.
Growing Friends
Growing Friends meet at the FBBG nursery (behind the Samuel Gadd Centre) each Tuesday from 9.30am - 
11.30am. New members are always welcome. Sign in required.
Activities include 
 * Assisting the BBG staff in the gardens. 
 * Propagating plants for the gardens and for sale.
 * Maintaining the plant nursery, 
 * Supervising plant sales on Saturday mornings between 10 and 12 midday. 

Botanical Illustration Group
Meet Saturdays 9:30am – 3.00pm & Wednesdays 9:30am – 12 noon at the BBG Samuel Gadd Centre. New 
members including beginners are always welcome.

Date What Details

Tuesday  15th November 2022 Friend’s Committee Meeting - (final for year) 11.30am Samuel Gadd Centre . BBG

Tuesday 13th December 2022 FBBG End of year Break-up 2pm at the Larni Garingilang Centre. Afternoon 
tea and guided tour around the Larni Garingilang 
garden

Saturday 24th December    
10am - 12 midday

Final FBBG plant sale for the year                                                                                                                                             
Sales recommence Sat 7th Jan 2023

FBBG Plant Nursery.
Bendigo Botanic Gardens Samuel Gadd Centre

Jan Orr sorting pots in the FBBG Nursery

Neither the Friends, nor the Bendigo Botanic Gardens accepts responsibility for statements made or opinions expressed, although every effort will be made to publish reliable information.

Dovyalis is published by the Friends of Bendigo Botanic Gardens, Inc. 
71 Napoleon Cres. Bendigo 3550 

Email: friends.bgobotanicgardens@gmail.com 
Website: www.bendigobotanicgardens.com.au 

President: Delene Commerford Vice President: Judy Milner 
Secretary: Pam Sheean Treasurer: Jan Bobin 

Committee Members:  Anne Aston, Annie Clark, Gerry Cox, Deb 
Degenhardt, Lindy Sloan, Lynn Winn.

            Newsletter Editor: Judy Milner

Supported by 


